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National Weather Summary 





A heavy blanket of snow covered the Northeast 
on Monday morning. Snow depths ranged from a half 
to one foot in North Carolina and nearly 2 feet in 
many areas northward. Blowing and drifting became 
a problem later in the day as colder air surged in 
behind the storm as it moved northeastward. Else- 
where, precipitation over the Nation consisted of 
rain over the Pacific Northwest, rainshowers in 
HIGHLIGHTS: «a succession of storm systems edged southern and western Arizona, drizzle in South 
onto the Pacific Coast during the week and accu- Texas and light snow over the northern and central 
mulated moderate to heavy amounts of precipitation Rockies. Record minimum temperatures were reported 
throughout the West. Heavy amounts of snow fell over much of the Midwest Monday morning ranging 
in the mountains. In the East, a slow-moving cold from -20° at Muskegon, Mich., -13° at Dubuque, 
front was preceded by moisture from the Gulf of Iowa, -8° at Indianapolis, to -10° at Portland, 
Mexico and proceeded from the Mississippi River at Maine. Warmer temperatures reached into the 
midweek to off the East Coast late Sunday. Heavy central Plains Monday afternoon. Western Nebraska 
continuous rain, thunderstorms, hail, and a few topped off near 60°, while much of the Plains were 
tornadoes preceded the front. The severe weather in the 50's. 
left a continuing flood problem in the East. Rain on the West Coast spread from Oregon to 
Temperatures were near or above normal in most of central California on Tuesday. The precipitation 
the Nation, but the northern Rockies and Plains moved eastward falling as snow in the higher ele- 
averaged 12 to 15 degrees colder than normal. vations. Rain and a few thunderstorms moved onto 
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the Texas coast early in the day and spread into 
the central Plains and lower Mississippi Valley. 
Freezing rain and some snow fell in the southern 
portion of South Dakota. The cold weather contin- 
ued from the mid-Atlantic States northeastward. 
Temperatures dropped to near zero in many areas. 
The long freeze in the upper Midwest ended Tuesday 
afternoon as temperatures climbed above freezing 
in Iowa and Minnesota. 


The storm system in the West barreled into the 
Plateau Region on Wednesday. Rain was scattered 
over the Pacific Coast States with the heaviest 
amounts in California. Heavy snow accumulated in 
mountain areas as the storm moved onto the Plateau. 
A cold front along the Mississippi Valley spread 
Gulf moisture northeastward. Rain extended from 
the lower Great Lakes and upper Ohio Valley into 
the mid-Atlantic States and southward to Florida. 
Maximum temperatures stayed generally above freez- 
ing in nearly all of the Nation except for the 
northern Plains, upper Mississippi Valley, and 
upper Michigan where readings in the teens and 
20's prevailed. 


A cold front moved rapidly through the Northeast 
Thursday morning, but the southern portion remained 
stationary through the South. The Gulf moisture 
was redirected and caught up in a storm center in 
western Nebraska. Rain, hail, freezing rain, and 
snow fell from the Gulf of Mexico to the northern 
Plains. Snow extended from the Rockies across 
the northern Plains and upper Mississippi Valley 
and into the western Great Lakes area. Rain and 
drizzle fell in the middle Mississippi Valley and 
showers and thunderstorms from the lower Ohio and 
lower Mississippi Valleys through the southeastern 
States. Rain persisted over the north and central 
Pacific Coast. Warm air pushed northward, and 


temperatures over most of the eastern U.S. rose 
above the freezing mark. 





Rain covered a large portion of the country 
from the lower Great Lakes and southern New England 
to the Gulf of Mexico. A cold front from Michigan 
to Texas moved slowly eastward preceded by a 
strong flow of warm, very moist air from the Gulf 
of Mexico. Thunderstorms and rain, heavy at times, 
enveloped all of eastern U.S. Showers and thunder- 
storms dotted portions of the Southwest with light 
rain reported along the northern half of the 
Pacific Coast. Temperatures over most of the 
Nation were near or above seasonal normals, but 
the northernmost areas from Michigan westward were 
colder than normal. 

Rain continued to fall over much of the Nation 
on Saturday. Rain fell heavily at times from 
Texas eastward to the Atlantic and northeastward 
to New England. Thunderstorms were rife in the 
South and spread northward into the Midwest. 
Several tornadoes and hail storms hit the South. 
The near continuous rain and melting snow caused 
floods or impending flooding to threaten many 
areas, especially on either side of the Appalachian 
Mountains. In the West, a cold front spread rain 
over the northern Pacific Coast. Temperatures 
remained normal or above except for the northern 
Plains where cold weather had returned. 

The slow-moving cold front, with attendant 
waves moving northward, headed off the East Coast 
late Sunday. The northward-moving waves, or low 
centers, caused some heavy rain and swirled mois- 
ture well behind the frontal system causing some 
heavy snow in Arkansas and Missouri. Thunder- 
storms and some tornadoes were reported in the 
Southeast. Flooding presented a major problem in 
the East as streams swelled and ice jammed in 
many spots. Light rain continued along the 
Pacific Coast. Fair skies prevailed over the 
Plains and from southern California to Louisiana. 
Cooler weather returned to the Plains and moved 
eastward. 
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National Agricultural Summary 


February 19 - 25 


HIGHLIGHTS: 
cover on the 


Moderating temperatures melted snow- 
Great Plains which improved soil 
moisture but exposed some wheat stands to winds. 
Rains across the Southeast and along the West 
Coast moved soil moisture into the surplus 
category which slowed land preparations in most 
areas. Some land was plowed and fertilized where 
drainage was adequate. Very little fieldwork was 
accomplished outside of the extreme southern areas 
of the United States. Winter wheat rated fair to 
mostly good throughout the major production areas. 
Snowcover remained adequate from Nebraska north- 
ward. Earliest fields in the Southwest moved past 
the jointing stage and advanced into the stem 
elongation stage. Only southern pastures were 
available for grazing, but many of these were 
muddy which limited their use. Growers continued 
to prune and spray deciduous orchards where 
weather conditions permitted. Peaches bloomed 

in the extreme South. The citrus harvests advanced 
on schedule. Vegetable activities centered in 
California, Arizona, Texas, and Florida. 


SMALL GRAINS: 
good with 


Winter wheat rated fair to mostly 
greening reported in the southern Great 
Plains. Snowcover receded dramatically during 
the past week but blanketed the crop from Nebraska 
northward. Snowmelt in the Northwest provided 
needed soil moisture and some winterkill became 
evident, but the extent of the damage was unknown. 
Corn Belt winter wheat remained under a mantle 
of snow. 

Kansas wheat 
blowing resulted 


began greening in the West but some 

from high winds and the absence of 
snowcover. No barley or oats was planted, while 
normally 4% and 6% respectively was in the ground. 
Oklahoma winter wheat rated fair to good with 
cattle grazing 40% of the acreage. Texas winter 
wheat began greening on the northern High Plains 
with some blowing also reported. The High Plains 
crop needed additional soil moisture while other 
areas of the State held adequate water but needed 
warm clear weather for growth. 

Arizona winter wheat rated good with progress 

of the crop reaching the stem elongation stage. 
California wheat made good growth. Farmers sprayed 
for weed control and fertilized. Melting snow in 
Washington improved soil moisture for the winter 
wheat. 


OTHER CROPS: The Texas cotton harvest was virtually 
complete with only a few isolated stands remaining 
to be picked. Losses increased substantially 
during the past 10 days. A few growers in the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley planted some cotton, but 
most farmers waited for warmer and drier weather. 
Snows delayed the Oklahoma cotton harvest which 
stood at 94% complete. The Arizona cotton harvest 
wound down while land preparation advanced for the 
1979 crop. California cotton producers performed 
pre-irrigation activities. 


Florida tobacco plants were ready to set out in 
fields. Georgia tobacco plantbeds rated good. 
Tennessee tobacco plantbed preparation was slowed 
by snowy, wet weather. ' 

Early corn and sorghum planting began in Florida, 
Texas, and Arizona. 


FRUITS AND NUTS: Deciduous fruit growers pruned 
trees and sprayed orchards where weather conditions 
permitted; these areas were mostly limited to the 
western States. Peaches bloomed in South Texas. 
Arkansas reported no winter damage to the peach 
crop. 

Florida citrus groves rated excellent with 
moisture adequate in all areas. New growth and 
bloom bud progressed rapidly. Orange drop was not 
heavy, and early and mid-season harvests were 
active in all areas. The Temple harvest advanced 
with good demand. The Arizona and Texas citrus 
harvests advanced on schedule. California growers 
harvested good supplies of desert grapefruit, 
lemons, Navel oranges, and tangelos. 


mostly 
srowth 
from 


VEGETABLES: Florida vegetable crops rated 
good with warm weather beneficial to plant 
and fruit development. Shipments advanced 4% 
the previous week with snap beans, sweet corn, 
lettuce, parsley, squash, and strawberries 
registering increases. Supplies of other vegetable 
crops held steady or declined. Growers reported 
less bloom and fruit droppage, windburn, and fruit 
scarring. Arizona growers harvested a full volume 
of lettuce, broccoli, cauliflower, and carrots. 
Arizona melon planting hit full swing. Texas 
growers harvested cabbage, spinach, cauliflower , 
and lettuce. Melon planting moved actively with 
some early fields germinated in the south. 
California vegetable growers harvested asparagus, 
lettuce, celery, and cole crops; farmworkers’ 
strikes disrupted harvests. Broccoli and cauli- 
flower harvests were light but should increase. 
Processing tomato planting made good progress. 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Pastures rated mostly 

fair throughout the South. Temperatures were above 
normal which promoted growth, but many areas were 
too wet to graze. In the Southwest, rangelands 
improved with adequate soil moisture, but grasses 
needed warmer temperatures. Farmers fertilized 
pastures where snowcover receded and soils were 
firm enough to support equipment. Hay, roughage, 
and feed supplies remained adequate with the 
exception of some areas of the South and Mountain 
States. Cattle generally rated fair to good with 
moderating temperatures lessening stress except in 
extreme northern areas and the Atlantic Coast. 
Calving and lambing advanced with no apparent 
unusual losses except in the Middle Atlantic States 
where severe weather hit early in the week. 
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Temperature and Precipitation Data for the Week Ending Midnight, Ls.t., Feb. 25, 1979 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a 


national scale. 


More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published 


each Monday by ESCS State offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: Temperatures well above normal 22d to 
24th, averaged 5° above normal. Increasingly heavy 
rains. Southern areas totaled 4.00 to 6.00 in. 

Fieldwork: under 1 day suitable. Soil moisture 
mostly surplus. Routine livestock and poultry 
care, preparing equipment for spring main activities. 
Plowing 27% complete, advances made mostly southern 
areas. Fieldwork progress behind normal. Pasture 
feed short, causing heavy usage stored feed some 
areas. Stored feed supply less than adequate. 
Wheat condition poor to fair. 


ARIZONA: Storms mainly affected northern areas. 
Snow level near 5,000 ft. Precipitation 0.10 in. 
southern area, over 1.00 in. northwest, north 
mountains. Temperatures 5° below normal northwest 
and north central, 1° above normal southeast. 

Field conditions generally excellent. Cotton 
harvest winding down; land preparations well 
advanced new crop. Small grains good growth, 
favorable conditions. Many fields past jointing, 
in stem elongation stage. Land preparations under- 
way corn, sorghum grain. Sugarbeet harvest Cochise 
County to resume. Spring beets good progress. 
First cutting alfalfa increasing, some fields green 
chopped. Harvest lettuce, broccoli, cauliflower, 
carrots, full volume. Immature vegetables all 
stages development, growing well. Planting water- 
melons, cantaloups full swing. Harvest citrus 
normal progress. Groves with minor damage, good 
recovery; some groves requiring major pruning. 
Ranges, pastures improving. Some problems getting 
to cattle, stock tanks due to wet conditions. 

Some purchasing of stockers due to heavy feed 
potential. Calving underway. Stock water, soil 
moisture adequate. Sheep on feed moving to market. 


ARKANSAS: Temperatures near normal, precipitation 
heavy. Extremes: 10 and 74%. Average temperatures 
41 to 53°; 3° below to 3° above normal. 

Livestock fair to good condition; still on full 
feed. No fieldwork. Wheat dormant. Limited to 
no damage reported in peach orchards. Pasture 
growth beginning. 


CALIFORNIA: Moderate to heavy precipitation occurrec 
during midweek. New snow of 4 to 6 ft. added at 
higher elevations of central and northern Sierra. 
Snow reported down to 1800 ft. elevation in northern 
Sierra. Temperatures much below normal in higher 
elevations of north and elsewhere near to a little 
below normal. 

Low level areas became supersaturated over 
northern half. Inclement weather halted planting. 
Central coast, Riverside County, San Joaquin, 
Imperial Valley showed good growth small grains. 
Sacramento Valley showed fair growth; wet fields. 
Weed control San Joaquin Valley, Riverside County. 
Fertilization San Joaquin Valley. Alfalfa growth 
Stimulated San Joaquin Valley. Planting preparation 
continues south coast. Baling active Imperial 
Valley. Weed control active San Joaquin Valley. 
Sugarbeet planting preparation active south coast. 
Imperial Valley good sugarbeet growth. Sacramento 
Valley fair beet growth. Cotton pre-irrigation 
active San Joaquin Valley. Normal seasonal orchard 
activities. Avocados, dates, desert grapefruit, 
lemons, Navel oranges, tangelos continue good 
supplies. Artichokes recovered from frost. 
Asparagus, celery, cole crops and lettuce harvests 
disrupted by farm workers strike. Celery growing 
Salinas; harvesting south coast. Broccoli, cauli- 


flower harvests light; should increase. Lettuce 
lighter than normal. Strawberries recovered frost 
south. Processing tomato planting made good prog- 
ress. Range conditions improved; increased soil 
moisture. Warmer weather needed strong grass growth. 
Bee colonies continue movement to almond orchards. 


COLORADO: Series of weak frontal systems brought 
several periods of light snow to mountains and west. 
Temperatures in Colorado Basin averaged 3° below 
normal while San Luis Valley about 8° below normal. 
Arkansas Basin 1° above normal and Platte and 
Kansas Basins about 2° above normal. 


FLORIDA: Stationary cold front across central moved 
off Peninsula 19th. High pressure dominated through 
24th when a cold front entered Panhandle, moving to 
central area on 25th. Scattered rainfall up to 

0.33 in. occurred central, south through 24th with 
2.00 to 3.00 in. Panhandle north; 1.00 in. central, 
south 24th and 25th. Highs averaged from upper 

60's north to low 80's extreme south, cooling to 

low 60's north and 70° sovth on 24th. Lows averaged 
in 40's in Panhandle to near 60° in south, cooling 
to around 40° in north and around 60° in south on 
24th. 

Soil moisture mostly excessive west, adequate 
north and central, adequate to short in south. 
preparation active. Planting of early corn just 
beginning. Tobacco plants about ready for trans- 
planting. Small grains improving. Sugarcane harvest 
active. Young cane good growth. Winter annual 
pastures providing most of grazing, northern, many 
central locations. Supplemental feeding continued. 
Permanent pastures greening up in south. Cattle in 
fair to good condition. Citrus grove condition 
excellent. Moisture adequate all areas. New 
growth and bloom buds progressing rapidly. Orange 
droppage not heavy, early and. mid-orange harvest 
active all areas. Temple harvest very active with 
good demand. Overall vegetable crop condition 
mostly good. Warmer weather beneficial to plant 
growth and fruit development. Shipments up 4% from 
previous week. Increased shipments snap beans, 
sweet corn, lettuce, parsley, squash, strawberries, 
while cabbage, eggplant, escarole, peppers, potatoes, 
radishes, tomatoes held steady. Supplies carrots, 
celery, cucumbers, declined. Planting active, 
replanting steady where necessary. Bloom, fruit 
droppage declined, less windburn, fruit scarring. 
Strawberry plants good condition. Bloom fruit set 
improving, volume increasing. Watermelon crop con- 
dition improved. Planting underway north. 


Land 


GEORGIA: Temperatures ranged upper 30's mountains 
to mid-50's south. Moderate to heavy rainfall. 

Soil moisture surplus. Fieldwork hampered by 
adverse weather conditions. Small grains fair north 
to good south. Pasture conditions ranged from poor 
in central, fair in north to good in south. Live- 
stock condition ranged from fair to good in north 
to good in south. Some damage to poultry houses 
and greenhouses in central and north due to sleet 
and snow storm. Tobacco plants good. Few fields 
corn planted southern areas. 


HAWAII: Heavy rains early part of week most Islands. 
Flooding caused by torrential rains caused extensive 
damage to property and agriculture windward coast 
Island Hawaii. Over 21 in. recorded 24 hour period 
Hilo 20th. 
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Sugarcane suffered damage from flooding, washout, 
erosion. 
further because of wet conditions. Papaya harvest 
off 50%. Disease major problem, too wet to spray. 
Harvesting and production expected to return to 
normal following week because of favorable weather 
second half. Leafy vegetable crops experienced 
spoilage, reduced yields because of excessive mois- 


ture. Harvest light. Pineapple harvesting light. 

IDAHO: Showery weather with temperatures averaging 
around seasonal normals. Temperatures ranged from 

51 to -1°. Precipitation close to normal. Most 


mountain stations normal increases in snow depth. 

Conditions wet and field activities limited. 
Milder temperatures generally favorable for calving 
and lambing. Some areas wet weather causing prob- 
lems. Feed supplies adequate. 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures 2 to 4° below normal, 9th 
straight week below normal temperatures. Precip- 
itation less than 1.00 in. north, over 5.00 in. 


south. Snowfall 2 in. or less north, up to 24 in. 
south. Snow depth 10 to 14 in. north, 1 to 24 in. 
south. 


Soil moisture surplus to adequate. Winter wheat 
mostly good condition; winter damage unknown. Live- 
stock fair to good condition, feed rations heavy. 
Grain, livestock marketings hampered by snow; 
movement improving. 


INDIANA: Moderately cold, wet south. Temperatures 
near 1° below normal and ranged from 8 to 61”. 
Precipitation 2.50 in. south, 1.00 in. central, 

and 0.40 in. north. Snowcover 5 in. south, 6 in. 
central, 3 in. north, and 10 in. near Lake Michigan. 
Soil freeze depth unchanged 2 in. central to 6 in. 
north. Percent sunshine 25% south and central to 
40% northeast. Major storm central and south 25th. 
Ice and snow problems. Local flooding central and 
south due to ice jams and heavy rain. 

Little outside activity. Potential danger to 
overwintering crops due to snow melt, water pooling 
and freezing in low spots. Warm trend permitted 
cleaning of bunkers. Other activities: Caring for 
livestock, shop work, equipment maintenance. 


IOWA: Temperatures few degrees subnormal.~- Precip- 
itation light except moderate to heavy in east 
central and northeast. Most of precipitation fell 
on 20th and 2lst as snow northwest and as rain, ice, 
Sleet, or snow elsewhere. Daily thawing reduced 
snow depths a few inches. Water content of snow 
now varies from 1 in. or less southwest to around 

6 in. northeast and some east central areas. 


scattered 
Temperatures 1 to 4° 


KANSAS: Some moderation in temperatures, 
moisture from rain and snow. 
above normal west, 2 to 4° below normal central and 
east. Precipitation trace amounts west, less than 
0.25 in. central and 0.25 to 0.75 in. with isolated 
totals of near 1.00 in. extreme east. 

Cattle beginning to move to wheat pasture. Feed- 
lots muddy causing feeding problems. Milder tem- 
peratures reducing supplemental feed requirements. 
Some wheat showing green in west, some blowing 
occurred. Barley seeded 0%, last year 0%, average 
4%. Oats seeded 0%, last year 0%, average 6%. 


KENTUCKY: Temperatures near normal. Precipitation 
heavy to excessive with major flooding near end 

of week. Precipitation averaged around 3.00 to 
4.00 in. 

Topsoil saturated. 
make feeding difficult. 
condition. 
for hay. 


Muddy lots and wet fields 
Livestock fair to good 
Plenty of hay. 

No fieldwork. 


Less cattle, less demand 


Harvesting and planting all Islands delayed 





LOUISIANA: Temperatures normal to 2° above normal. 
Extremes: 79 and 22°. General heavy rains late 
week, 


Activities: Care and feeding of livestock. 
MARYLAND & DELAWARE: Temperatures 12° below normal. 
Highs in 30's and lows in teens. Rainfall varied 
considerably but most stations recorded 1.00 to 2.00 
in. rainfall. Snowfall of 20 in. recorded except 
lower Eastern Shore. Occasional rainfall 24th and 
25th, heavy at times. 


MICHIGAN: Temperatures around normal over Lower 
and normal to 5° below normal over Upper Peninsula. 
Maximum temperatures near or above freezing. Low 
to mid-40's on 23d. Precipitation 0.20 to 1.20 in. 
falling as snow early week and rain later. Snow 
depths over Lower ranged from around 1 in. extreme 
southeast to 25 in. extreme north. 

Farm activities included feeding livestock. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures near normal. Extremes: 
38 and -20°. Precipitation near normal south and 
northwest and 0.25 to 0.75 in. above normal else- 
where except 0.75 to 0.91 in. above normal extreme 
east central through northeast. Some rain south 
early week. Precipitation totaled 0.10 to 0.50 
in. south and northwest and 0.50 to 1.12 in. else- 
where. Snowfall less than 3 in. southeast, 3 to 

6 in. elsewhere except 6 to 12 in. east central 
through northeast. Snow depth 15 to 25 in. south 
and northwest and 25 to 35 in. elsewhere. 


MISSISSIPPI: Temperatures 10 to 12° below normal 
central, north; 5° below normal south. Extremes: 
10 and 76°. Snow, ice, northern areas early week, 


one area up to 6 in. ice on roads. Warmer midweek. 
Heavy rains late week central, south, with some 
flooding along river banks. 

Soil moisture surplus to excessive. Fieldwork: 
1.6 days suitable. Fields generally wet, boggy, 
but some land preparation done where dry enough. 
Warmer weather aiding growth of winter grazing but 
feeding continued; hay and roughage supplies short 
to very short. Feed grains adequate to short. 
Winter wheat condition mostly poor but improving. 
Livestock mostly fair condition. 


MISSOURI: 
and east, 


Temperatures 3 to 5° below normal north 
1 to 3° below normal west Ozarks and west 
central Plains. Precipitation 1.00 in. extreme 
northwest, over 3.00 in. extreme southeast, and 
1.00 to 2.00 in. elsewhere. 

Warming temperatures eased burden of farm 
activities. 


MONTANA: Temperatures from 15° below normal east 
to 10° below central and 5° below west and south- 
west. Precipitation heavy over southeast; light to 
moderate elsewhere. 

Winter wheat condition and snowcover good. Live- 
stock fair to good condition. Calving and lambing 
about 10% complete. Cold and wet conditions causing 
some problems. Grain and hay supplies adequate. 
Grazing mostly closed. 


NEBRASKA: Temperatures normal to 5° below normal; 
warmest week in over month. Precipitation ranged 
from traces west and north central to 0.20 in. east 
and south central. Snowcover thinning as melting 
occurred 3 to 4 days. 


NEVADA: Series cold “fronts produced considerable 
Snow Sierras, rain or snow interior. Temperatures 
near normal. Extremes: 65 and 1°. 

Snowcover protected winter grains. 
lambing gaining momentum. 


Calving and 


Feb. 27, 1979 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 








Cal 


—W ry 
s Environmental Data and Information Service, NOAA 





DEPTH OF SNOW ON THE GROUND, INCHES 
13 February 26, 1979 27 


6) gT- 
,. 30 — 
24 aor 
AAs py 2 


A386) 


BRE 


Fg gs! 
xP 4 


\ 


NOTE:-This chart will be issued on Tuesday dur- 
ing the winter. It is based upon data from regular 
National Weather Service and selected cooperative 
stations. 

Shaded portions represent areas covered with 
snow; lines indicate depth in inches. No attempt is 
made to indicate areas and depths that may exist at 
high altitudes in the Rocky Mountains, beyond the 
figures shown by reports from regular National 
Weather Service and a few special cooperative sta~- 
tions. Dotted line shows limits of last week's cover. 


Supplemented by earlier measurements at selected 
cooperative stations. 


Based on preliminary telegraphic reports 








NEW ENGLAND: 
midweek. 
and snow 


Extremely cold early week, moderating 
General rains at weekend; some mixed rain 
far north. 


NEW JERSEY: 
temperature 


Excessive precipitation and sharp 
contrasts. Temperatures 3 to 6° 
below normal, averaging 27° north, 31° south and 
33° coastal. Extremes: -8 and 51°. Precipitation 
1.00 to 3.00 in. above normal, averaging 2.83 in. 
north, 3.22 in. south and 4.08 in. coastal. Record 
breaking snowstorms 19th dumped as much as 24 in. 
snow southern and coastal sections. 

Local flooding caused some problems on farms. 
Growers caring for livestock and tending to other 
winter chores. 


NEW MEXICO: Warm early week turning cooler with 
scattered rain and snow showers midweek then warm- 
ing again weekend. 

Land prepartation active. Wheat and barley good. 
Spring lettuce up. Pecan pruning in progress. 
Livestock fair. Supplemental feeding active. 
Shearing, lambing, calving in progress. 


NEW YORK: Arctic air entrenched for several weeks 
finally displaced bringing near normal temperatures 
in 20's to lower 30's. Precipitation above normal 
south ranging from 1.00 to 2.50 in. but close to 
normal elsewhere. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures normal in mountains; 
elsewhere 3 to 10° subnormal. Precipitation 
excessive; 2.00 to 4.00 in. 

Fieldwork: Less than one day suitable. Soil 
moisture surplus. Condition of small grains fair 
to good, pastures poor to fair. Supplies of hay, 
roughage and feed grains adequate. 


NORTH DAKOTA: Winter storm 22d brought heavy snow 
and blocked roads. Snowfall up to 9 in. Water 
equivalents around 0.50 in. Temperatures 5 to 10 
below normal. Extremes: -35° northeast to 42° 
southwest. 

Storm maintained good snowcover but prolonged 
heavy livestock feeding. Calving and lambing 
beginning. 


OHIO: Temperatures nearly normal. Extremes: -38 
and 68°. Precipitation well above usual. Water 
equivalent 0.50 in. with some totals up to 2.00 n. 
north. Central and south received 1.00 to 3.00 in. 
precipitation with average of 1.90 in. 
Soil temperatures just a few degrees warmer 

than previous week; bare soil temperatures at 

4 inches still mostly in mid to upper 20's. Lamb- 
ing continued. Maple sirup began to flow in south. 


OKLAHOMA: Temperatures slightly below normal. 
Panhandle 1° above normal while elsewhere 3 to 4° 
below normal. Maximum temperatures ranged from 
mid-70's southeast and 50's and 60's elsewhere. 
Minimum temperatures generally in 20's and 30's. 
Precipitation in formof thunderstorms midweek and 
snow by weekend fell in southeast. Small amounts 
precipitation fell elsewhere. Heavier snowfall in 
southeast from10to 14 in. Liquid precipitation 
ranged from a trace in west to over 4 in. in 
southeast. 

Topsoil and subsoil moisture supplies adequate. 
Wheat good to fair condition. Grazing reported 
on about 40% of acreage. Cotton harvest delayed 
by snow. Harvest 94% complete. Gins still work- 
ing through muddles but nearing end of season. 
Native pastures rated poor to fair. Livestock in 
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fair condition. Hay very short but expected to 
last until spring. 

OREGON: Temperatures near to a little below nor- 
mal. Maximum temperatures rnaged in 40's and lower 
90's. Minimum temperatures dipped into 30's west 
and 20's east of Cascades. Rainfall along coast 
ranged from 1.50 to 3.00 in. while northwest 
interior valleys received 1.50 to 2.00 in. Preci- 
pitation elsewhere ranged from 0.20 to 0.40 in. 

Not much fieldwork yet. Fields still wet or 
frozen. Pruning and spraying continued. Many 
berry fields have canes trimmed and tied. Storage 
crops continue to move. Livestock feeding contin- 
ued heavy. Supplies adequate. Calving beginning 
east. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Mildest week this year as temperatures 
moderated to normal levels averaging 20 to 25° 
higher than previous week. Extremes: 51 and =-7°. 
Mostly cloudy and wet with precipitation from 1.00 
in. north central to nearly 5.00 in. extreme 
southeast; mostly as rain last 3 days. Snow depth 
50% or less than previous week with only new snow 
confined to northwest where Erie reported 12 in. 
25th. 

Normal winter chores. 


PUERTO RICO: Island average rainfall 1.00 in. or 


0.36 in. above normal. Temperatures averaged about 
77° on coasts and 72° interior. Extremes: 90 and 
51°. 

SOUTH CAROLINA: Wet, cool with lows 25th into 
teens. Snow, sleet, freezing rain general 25th 
with snow, ice cover slowly melting first half of 
week. General rains last half of week filled most 


rivers above flood stage. 
Feeding, caring for livestock. 

trees, grape vines, weather permitting. 

planning, equipment maintenance. 


Pruning fruit 
Farm 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Temperatures below normal but warmed 
10°. Averages: 9° Northeast; 24° Southwest. 
Extremes: -17 and 49°. Midweek storm dumped heavy 
snow northwest and north central and freezing 
drizzle southeast. Precipitation 0.20 to 0.78 in. 
north; 0.20 in. or less south. 
TENNESSEE: Warm and cold front alternated; cold 
front at weekend with rain, sleet, and snow. 
Snow accumulation 1 to 3 in. west and 3 to 6 in. 
east. Total precipitation 2.00 to 3.86 in. 
Temperatures mild; near normal. 

Soil moisture surplus. Small grains and pasture 
fair. Tobacco plantbed preparation slowed by 
Snow and wet ground. 


TEXAS: Early week cloudy skies, fog, rain over 
east. Later week cold front spawned heavy thunder- 
showers across east; a few severe thunderstorms 
with heavy rains, hail. By 25th, clear skies and 
high pressure once again. Rainfall near 1.00 in. 
above normal over northeast, east Texas, and 
eastern areas of north central. Rainfall near 
normal most of Texas, slightly below normal over 
south central and lower coast and slightly above 
normal precipitation over western north central. 
Temperatures 4° below normal over east. Elsewhere, 
temperatures close to normal with mid-40's over 
Panhandle, mid-50's over most central areas and 
near 60° along coast. 

Rain, drizzle delayed preplant activities over 
eastern half while conditions over western half 
generally favorable for land preparation, fertili- 
zation and herbicide application. Cotton harvest 
now virtually complete, only a few fields in 
Losses due to 


scattered areas left to harvest. 





weathering increased significantly during last ten 
days. Only a very small acreage planted in valley 
as most growers waiting for drier, warmer condi- 
tions. Corn and sorghum planting begun south, but 
cool, wet weather has most producers waiting for 
drier fields, warmer soil temperatures. Wheat 
stands in northern part of northern High Plains 
beginning to green. Most other areas have ade- 
quate to surplus moisture, and warm, sunny weather 
needed to boost vegetative growth. Most fields 
are still short of moisture, with blowing reported 
in a few fields. From the Cross-Timbers eastward, 
some growers topdressed stands in drier fields. 
Oat stands made some limited growth; more warm 
weather and sunshine needed to improve heavily 
freeze-damaged stands. Some stands fertilized to 
improve spring growth. 

Supplies cabbage, spinach, cauliflower, 
moved to market; demand for lettuce strong, 
pite light heads. Melon planting active; 
early fields up. Citrus harvest active. Cabbage, 
carrot and watermelon planting active. Peach 
trees started blooming south through upper coast. 

Pastures and ranges in Blacklands and north, 
east and south greening up with cool season grasses 
following few days sunny weather during mid-month. 
Recent rains should help green up native ranges, 
although continued moisture deteriorated dry 
forages many areas. Central small grain pastures 
too wet to graze. Hay supplies short in north and 
east. Livestock fair to good condition. Goat 
shearing active Edwards Plateau. 


carrots 
des- 
some 


UTAH: Recurring rain or snow; amounts generally 
light to moderate except locally heavy few areas 
north. Cooling trend; temperatures ranged between 
7° below normal and 2° above. 

Livestock in hard-to-get areas being maintained 
by supplemental feeding. Calves and lambs continued 


to drop. Some sales of apples and onions. 
VIRGINIA: Generally cold with warming trend at 
weekend. Temperatures 30°; 10° below normal. 
Extremes: -4 and 65°. Precipitation averaged 
0.90 in.; mostly as snow. 


Topsoil moisture mostly surplus, 
surplus southwest. Fieldwork: 
southwest, none elsewhere. Winter grains and 
grazing covered by snow, condition good. Most 
livestock securing protein and forage requirements 
through increased feeding rates. Feed, hay supplies 


adequate to 
0.8 day suitable 


ample. Calf losses above usual due to extreme cold, 
heavy snow, and difficulties tending cows with new- 
born. Some losses of newborn pigs. Scours, lice, 


Cows with calves 
Few southeastern 
lime on snow covered 
Biggest task of week coping with snow. 


grass tetany in some localities. 
becoming thin in central areas. 

growers spreading fertilizer, 
fields. 


WASHINGTON: West: Temperatures 1° above normal. 
Precipitation near normal to 0.10 in. below normal. 

Moderate weather allowed some flower and straw- 
berry growth. Pasture fertilizing, berry caning 
only other field activities. Some freeze damage 
to strawberry plants reported. Livestock continue 
on supplemental feed. Hay adequate. 

East: Temperatures 1° above to 1° below normal. 
Precipitation 0.10 in. above to 0.10 in. below 
normal. 

New precipitation combined with melting snow 
to improve soil moisture. Report of winter injury 
to grain coming in but extent of damage still 
unknown. Spring seeding starting in early areas, 
will be general soon. Pruning continued. Some 
mouse damage discovered. Feed adequate. 





WEST VIRGINIA: 
north, 1° above average south. 


Temperatures 2 to 6° below normal 
Extremes: 


-12 and 
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68°. Precipitation daily; 0.50 to 1.25 in. above 
normal. 

Fieldwork: 0.4 day available. Soil moisture 
adequate to surplus. Hay, grain and other feed 
supplies adequate to surplus. Melting snow and 


mud limiting effective care for livestock. 


WYOMING: Temperatures below normal with exception 
of southeast. Precipitation generally below normal 
with many stations reporting little or no precip- 
itation. 

Warmer temperatures reduced stress on livestock. 
Lambing, calving continued. Some hay shortages. 
Most livestock good condition. Winter wheat mostly 
good. 


World Weather and 


February 


USSR. Dry conditions with moderately cold temper- 
atures dominated the past week's weather over the 
winter grain areas of the Soviet Union. The 
colder temperatures should hold dormancy over the 
entire area. No unusual or severe winterkill 
areas were noted so far this winter, but the 

next few weeks will be very critical. 


CHINA. The best moisture of the winter fell over 
the winter wheat-producing areas last week with 
amounts in excess of 25 mm in many locations. 
This moisture should help the overall moisture 
conditions as well as reducing the potential for 
soil blowing such as occurred the week before. 
This is the time of the year when precipitation 
should be starting toincrease. Because of the 
very warm temperatures which persisted, much of 
the winter crop may be very close to breaking 
dormancy, and the moisture over the next 2 to 4 
weeks will be very important. 


AUSTRALIA. Significant rainfall was limited to 
the northern portions of the country where two 
tropical storms remain somewhat stationary and 
continue to pour warm, moist air over the area. 
Some rainfall also dampened the southeastern coast 
as well, but generally, critical data in the 
winter wheat-producing areas are missing; however, 
no significant moisture is likely to have fallen. 


19 


WISCONSIN: Week began cold with sub-zero tempera- 
tures morning 19th. Readings went above freezing 
20th for first time in several weeks. Highs 
reached 40° 23d but turned colder weekend. Preci- 
pitation 20th to 22d was mixture rain, freezing 
rain, and snow. Few thunderstorms evening 22d. 
Snowfall totaled 1 to 3 in. south, 3 to 5 in. 
north. Precipitation about 0.30 in. south and 
0.50 in. north. Frost depths averaged about 8 in., 
slight increase from two weeks earlier. Snow 
depths averaged nearly 28 in. but were settling 
with the warmer temperatures 23d. 


Crop Update 


- 25 


Seeding of winter wheat is still several weeks 
away. 


INDIA. Rainfall over India was seasonaily light 
except in the northern States of Haryana and Uttar 
Pradesh and in the extreme southern states. 
Amounts in these areas were generally in the 

range of 20 to 40 mm with heaviest amounts in the 
southern States. 


AFRICA. Abundant rainfall continued over the 
northern wheat growing areas of Africa with 
amounts in the range of 15 to 30 mm over most of 
Morocco and Tunisia. In South Africa, the best 
rains in several weeks fell over the Maize 
Triangle. Southern portions of the Triangle re- 
ceived up to 50 mm while the northern areas 
received 10 to 20. 


EUROPE. Precipitation over all of Europe ranged 
from zero up to 10 mm with most areas receiving 
only zero to 3 mm. These relatively dry condi- 
tions are a welcome relief from the heavy rains 
and snows of recent weeks. There is some develop- 
ing concern over possible damage to winter grains 
from the combination of a very dry fall and very 
wet winter, particularly in northern parts of 
Europe. 


(continued on backcover ) 
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OUTLOOK FOR SPRING AVERAGE TEMPERATURES 


March through May 1979 
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UY Above Normal, 60% chance of occurrence 


Below Normal, 60% chance of occurrence 





Indeterminate, 50% chance of Above Normal 
50% chance of Below Normal 





The two categories Above and Below are to be compared to the long-term 
average or "normal" temperatures of the years 1941-70. Each category 
has a natural climatic frequency or probability of 50%. Each carries a 
60% probability of occurring where forecast (shaded area), based on the 
verification scores of twenty years of experimental seasonal predictions. 


NCAA, National Weather Service 
Climate Analysis Center 


February 26, 1979 
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(continued from page 9) 








SOUTH AMERICA. Persistent rainfall continued over in parts of Parana with excellent quality indi- 
much of Rio Grande do Sul, Santa Catarina, and cated. Rainfall amounts for the week were 
the Parana states in Brazil this past week; this generally 25 to 50 mm with as much as 140 mm in 
about eliminates any concerns over drought. How- some sections. There is adequate moisture to 
ever, the impact on the current crop is still a carry crops through to maturity. 
major problem. Harvest of soybeans has started 
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